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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR l,97(b^ 



Assistant Commissioner For Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR L56, Applicant brings the art documents 
listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in 
connection with the examination of the above-identified application. 

No representation is made that the art cited constitutes prior art or that the art cited is the 
most relevant art. The references are cited so that the Examiner will be aware of material known 
to the applicant. The Examiner is encouraged to consider the cited references and make an 
independent determination of materiality. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within the period specified at 37 
CFR 1.97(b)— i.e., (1) within three months of the filing date of the national apphcation, (2) within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .491 in an 
intemational application, or (3) to the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. 

Copies of the cited documents are not enclosed since they were previously cited by or 
submitted to the PTO in Application Serial No. 09/474,505, filed 29 December 1999, upon 
which the present application relies for priority benefit under 35 USC 120. 



All of the cited art documents are in the EngUsh language, except for EP 0 638 683. 
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It is respectfully requested that the Examiner confirm consideration of the cited 
documents by initialing the attached Forai PTO-1449 and returning a copy of the initialed form 
to Applicant. 

If any fees are due in connection with the filing of this statement, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) in the event that the period specified at 37 CFR 1.97(b) has elapsed, 
please charge all required fees to Deposit Account No. 50-0568. 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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